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attended by similar commotions in the sky, the heavens
and the terrestrial globe. The sky was thus at that
time full of dust, the sun was lightless and pale, and
the ground shook under a quake of the earth* Un-
daunted, however, by these omens the forces took their
positions, the Kauravas facing the west and the
Pandavas facing the east. At the head of the Kaurava
force stood Bhishma clothed in white, with a white turban
on his head, a white banner waving over his chariot, to
which were yoked four white horses strong and bony.
Opposed to him stood Arjuna in a golden chariot, the
horses of which were also white and which was driven
by Shrikrishna himself.
It was an awful moment and an awful scene, well-fitted
to arouse emotions of the highest order. That lacs of
men, friends, brothers and relations stood face to face,
ready to take one another's life, for the sordid purpose of
deciding a dispute about a small kingdom, was enough to
arouse a kind and sympathetic heart like that of Arjuna,
and in disgust he threw down his bow refusing to kill his
revered grandfather for the sake of a paltry living. He
would rather beg than do the atrocious deed. Krishna
Is said to have then preached his famous Gita, a book
of philosophy, which has always been and will always
be the solace and the wonder of the thinking world.
We are not concerned here with the philosophy of that
book; it is enough for us to state that he succeeded
in enabling Arjuna to tide over his weak moment and
making him ready to fight again.
Swayed by an emotion of another kind, king Yudhish-
thira took off his armour and jumping down the chariot